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t Gove l he shall lay his hand on his kindly heart 
} mself these questions, as a means of getting to the bottom 
eme question: As a matter of fact, was the present 


is it is called, introduced, like the election of 
bers of Congress, for instanee, into this Government delibe- 
tely, as part and pareel of republican institutions, and with the 
of promoting republicanism? If not, how, by whom, and 
for what reasons was it introduced?) = In what way does the 
\merican people profit by it, and how would the American people 
ed by the proposed changes? If the interests of the 
majority, such as economy, accuraey, fidelity, and honesty, are 
tests of the republicanism of a serviee, What are those tests? 

We are greatly afraid that “those” whom tl 


hos have given thought to the matter.” They 


le Governor quotes 
are not persons Ww 
have been imposing on him. What they have been telling him 
is mere gossip they have heard from Messrs. Butler and Boutwell. 
Phere is nosecond opinion among those who * have thought about 
Mr. Bancroft Davis has made a contribution of considerable im- 
portance to the Sumner-Motley-Fish controversy, which will pro- 
bably end it. He recalls the fact that Mr. Sumner, in his speech 
in April, 1369, on the Johnson treaty, in stating the case against 
England, put down her liability to the United States in this way : 


O88 OE DOB isc xsns cir aceion £15,000,000 
Loss in the carrying trade........ rer re 110,000,000 
Loss through prolongation of the war........ 2,000, 000,000 
Total liability Of FEM@IANG. ooccccciscicccedacseses #2,125,000,000 


or about £425,000,000 sterling, being considerably more than half 
the present national debt of that country. This speech was deliv- 
ered without consultation with the Administration, but attracted 
1 ‘ition, as coming from so responsible a person as the 
Chairman of the Senate’ Committee on Foreign Affairs, and of 
e seemed to make settlement by negotiation hopeless, as it 
would have been cheaper for England to fight three campaigns 
than settle with Mr. Sumner. The Crimean War only added 
=500,000,000 to her debt. He also laid it down that the concession 
of belligerency was the first and great source of England’s pecuniary 


Coul 


Before the speech, Mr. Motley had been sent to England on Mr. 
Sumner’s earnest recommendation, and Mr. Sumner’s repeated at- 
tempts to draft his instructions making the belligerency procla- 
mation &@ grievance sounding in damages had been repelled, and 
Mr. Fish drafted them himself, with one or two unobjectionable 
passages of Mr. Sumner’s inserted. How, in spite of this, being 
strongly under Mr. Sumner’s influence, Mr. Motley kept injecting 
the belligerency matter into his communications with the British 
Government, and how after several threats and rebukes he was finally 
recalled with needless contumely, is a story known to everybody. 
The President, who disliked him, wished to recall him in October, 
1269, but was prevented by Mr. Fish’s remonstranees. He was 
actually recalled on July 1, 1870, immediately after the rejection of the 
San Domingo Treaty, June 30, 1870. Naturally enough, the rejee- 
tion of the treaty under Mr. Sumner’s attacks has been looked on 
as the cause of the removal, and it probably did precipitate it; but 
that it was determined on previously, and if Grant had had his way 
would have taken place, Mr. Davis’s statement seems to leave no 
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Now comes the question of the cause of Mr. Sumner’s removai 
from the chairmanship of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
This has been treated, not unnaturally too, as the result 
of the President’s and Mr. Fish’s hostility, partly personal 
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and partly owing te the San Domingo Treaty. Mr. Davis having shown | 
shows, however, that in January, 871, the Administration being The Russi thru elye 
desirou of negoti ting aw settlement of the Alah L ql el, Mh ( ( ( 
I ! muieht ai ial wd th ough Senator Patterson, Ire i | | ‘ 
{ th Mr. Sunine ind submitted to him the i ot mitted O y ‘ 
Adm tration h regard to that settlement M . oo] h 3 
time to consider them, and then sent a‘ memorandum” to Mr. sian wounded, after cae 
Fish, now for the first time published, containing what Mr. Sumnet but had refu 
t considered the essential basis of negotiation. One was the absolute laid down his arms the | | 
withdrawal of the British tlag «from this hemisphere, including skeletons. His defence 
pron inces and islands,” as **a e¢ mdition or prelimin ry.” Lnother ol lurks have made, 
was the prohibition of a discrimination in favor arising Varna in Iss nd had the G 
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from the depredations of any particular ship—or, in other words, ties they would) certainly 
Great Britain was to acknowledge herself responsible in the lump for | bravery, er sent him to prison 
the depredations of afl the ships which preyed on Ameriexn com- Well, to be sure, but did not ‘Pamerhka 
meree. Of course this plunged poor Mr. Fish in despair, and he was Well?) Similar weakness on the Russia 
only reassured by finding that the rest of the Senate did not share Where, atter the first unsuceessful attack, 1 

Mr. Sumner’s views, and would support a reasonable treaty ; but of the two English surgeons who wel 

they determined of their own aecord, Mr. Davis says, that under slaughtered the Russian wounded, 
the circumstanees Mr. Sumner’s presence at the head of the Com- the playful litde Indian triek of 
mittee on Foreign Altiirs was out of the question. living men. The Russian oli sk 
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he conclusions which we believe most unprejudiced persons Geb His sword Tistead of kiosks | 


will draw from the whole story are two: one is that Mr. Sumner'’s | Frenehmen, and most eertainly Englis MW 
speeches both on the Johnson Treaty and on the San Domingo Treaty — @Fe glad to see that Shefket Pasha’s t 


showed that in 1870 and 1871, or thereabouts, his mind had toa eon- scribed to the fear of being eau 


siderable degree lost its balance, and that the “memorandum? was  0rdered the massacres at Batak: but he « 
simply a fresh illustration of the disorder in his sense of proportion ; Russian capacity for honest wrath 

the other is that during the anti-slavery conflicts and the war Mr. General Gourko. after croasing the RB 
Sumner’s earnestness and vehemence were so well suited to the tle on December 31 before Tashkese! 

times and to the work he was engaged in that they concealed from from Orhanie and Zlatitza to Sophia. where the 7 


his friends and the public, and probably from himself, his incapacity 
for affairs of greater delicacy and complexity. We may add that 


themselves. Tl 
a joss of seven hundred 


his plan of having Great Britain withdraw from this continent was 





se organization, and then res ed | s l it 
not kept to himself in Is71. It appeared, we believe, in the columns ns h ecoived reinfor . 
s Is ti My ( | ( t ae | hw) ‘ ~ } 
of the New Lork Tribune, the then excitable manager of that paper pyoyeh at eat saeritice of me 
evidently considering it A Mighty and Pregnant Idea. the Turkish fot which held the ; 
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; nz ae Sophia and Tatar rik in R ) 
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d ; : ee pal point of concentrati 1 ? " 
so shocking that untj] late in the week there was ereat ditticulty in : 1 fir R 
. ° i t l ’ os 4) ( lve { Ol ‘ 
making loans, and the rate for money advanced to one-quarter of ; tr a 
a Cat a) ( VaITv al worroy " ‘ 4 af ) 
one per cent. per day. rhis was an extreme rate, but } to +4; per — , Y aft ‘ 
17 : } ere a eh oll ile aesperate eng t | ’ 
day was common until late in the week, when loans having been ,...,_, - 1] the R oO 
‘ ° ° . . . Kine On ( Cl S the VUss 8 repo Lame 
very generally examined and no otner frauds discovered, something Sonhia Nee tila 1 
th MR, nae (eR Sop] is entered by General Got er a light sk efor 
like confidence returned and money lent at 6 to 7 per cent. This ) P 
: p i : Its gates Fhe eitv had been complet evil - da 
disturbance in the money market lowered the rate of sterling), til Bea : y 
: . . + . 2 le tt I Ui oret il { i} erece| it ‘ ‘ A ’ i 
exchange and depressed the price of United States bonds, but had ,.), P —e P h 
- . ° bebnting, toreed CoO adanaden fT | ( Vell r ‘ } outl 
no effect on speculative stocks, which were not only held up but f A tlt hanks coe th 1 orlal 
rs . j : of it, an ell back oO olbren a kkoi. 1 , ten 
were advanced. Without doubt, too, it prevented gold from selling ¥ " - rd 
nd twenty miles northeast « vied 





as high as it otherwise would have done early in the week. Afterit  ,, ; am 

became known, however, that the bankers and merchants of New a 

York and the Atlantic cities had resolved to move against the silver The unopposed crossing of the Shipka pass by Gi al Radetzki 
scheme, confidence in the defeat of the Bland Bill appeared and the — h been reported from Bucharest notlicial . but a tele 
price of gold fell to 1024—or within one-eighth of the lowest priee a! the Turkish camp at 1 contradicts the n 
since early in 1862. The efforts to form another coal combination  Gourl nil 


aa came very near being suecessful—so near that it is a question w] letach s ps 1 


ther a combination may not yet be perfected. Ino London, cor su e check int t of Kurshumilie by ‘I 
advanced one-half to three-fourths on the improved chances of an treops trom Novi- Bazar, atter two days’ sanguinary fighting. On the 
| ° armistice. Silver in London was weak, closing at 532 to 533d. per plain 1 R 1 tl th of 1 
ounce—a price which would make the gold value of the bullion in a bh Su. or northern li the Euphrates, ad 
4124-grain silver dollar about 89} cents. At the close the gold val to Baiburt and “Pr » Where ero the 4 near Pid) 
of a United States legal-tender note was 80.0758. nort stot FE » bul edad trous rep 
. I r eceiy 
Our London correspondent deseribes the politi Pas Ned dc) ( tle ¢ 

England very fully. The only thing to add to it is that the pro- of the Turkish arm in Europe are also reported, ine 

2 Turks still hug the theory that the war has been a sort of trial of placing of Suleiman Pasha, as commander of a corps, under Raout 





strength to see whieh fought best, and the Turk, though defeated. Pasha. as general-in-chief in Rumelia 
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the matt that the Senato if their share in the 
! terfered with by the President, will not oppose thi 
ement, and will let the Solid South” have its ) 
¢ ¢ Pre ‘a , t} to appoint collects lie \I 
( ( t like, he becomes morally responsible for the rob 
of the J 1 nd the repadiation of a portion of the publi 
deb Mr. Conkling d his Republican colleagues have 
. of tl own either towards the public credit or the 
ct Their oath of office plaees no direct responsi 
1, o th vhateve They are beund to behave Cl 
ch over tl }) ic nterests onl In ¢ the Pi dent 
clo t ne them or meddle with them Should 1 ct 
’ the) yn ] WCOMeS CoO pletel det ched ii’ l 
dl the e at liberty to make use of it th pl 
» ( 1} | on tT (4 route l I ( eto I] I ‘ I 
ep Indeed, Harmeo seems to col Helv in their h ng 
a [ the President’ orn ad inder the Cor 
t+ 1 to seleet J ns for certain Federal oftic nel t t of the 
~ tors to advise him s to their fitness, and con them if 
they think proper. It would seem as if his performing this fune- 
on, however unwisely, ought not to make the smallest change in 
the responsibility of the Senators as legislators. And vet it do 


It destrovsit, we are told, altogether. It justities Mr. Conkling in let- 





+ the Solid South and the silver-men do what they please in every 
thing, and in concentrating his whole time and attention on tl 
( om-house of « city and the officers of one State It even jus- 
tities him in total indifference to Harmony, that most terrible condi- 
tion of the politician’s soul. The care of Harmony is now thrown 
complete ly on the President, and he is asked eve ry dav with ¢ 

d exeerations when he is going to be harmoniou 

Wi ould sugeest, apropos of all this, to the bankers of t! 

eit nd State who have been ree nt] taking counsel, as it is mn t 
prope thes should, over r que stion and its dau rs to pub- 
lic and private business, they would not do well to 1 on 
, rd their view of thi New York Senators, at le; ina 


crisis of this kind, in national affairs. No State in the Union i ) 





much interested in legislation regarding the currency and the public 
eredit, and the amount and collection duties, as New 
York. A very large proportion of thi ‘hange with for- 
cign countries is done in this city; so i ge proportion of 


the adjustment of domestic accounts, and of the supply of capital for 


lustrial purposes. One, at least, of the Senators ought to be a man 








me aiid il} ( 
eerely and specially interested in finance, trade, and commerce, 
nd keenly alive to every political movement or drift of opinion 
i ems ely to affect the currency or credit of the country, 
( the prosperity ot this great port. Have the bankers observed 
that their “Senior Senator,” the only one belonging to the party in 
power, has not during the last nine months of anxiety and alarm 
( opened his mouth about the dangers with which the country is 
threatened heme ilteration, or given the 
est ( er in | wledge of o1 interest 
I! t] 1 be discovered, 
ve 1 wholl of 
f the President, a col ‘ ms in an 
( has held during the most corrupt p xl inits history, 
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really used, to all outward appearance, almost as much 
l rep m oof co ( 
‘ Dor thre 1) th his suc 
If, cannot but li t ( 

( hy destroving on eatly | 
, ) the « Otic ol | crave ‘ ( 
( | ie Ay i Loordmat b b <1) | | 
( l ion? Can it hink o ! 1 l ’ ] ‘ ’ ( } 
‘ Of tile Geos Ment and put the p ( 
veril than the doctrine now preached, that anv u ne sof the 
* ient to part with this duty, o1 are It, ju ( Senator ip 


the total neglect of his legislative functions, and complete inditfer 


I 
ence to the great financial interests of the nation 2.0 And if th <0 
l these things, as we are sure they do, would not ord of solemn 
protest ag inst this proposed conversion of the Senate inte a body 
of ill-tempered office-jobbers, without honor or responsibility, b 
appropriate addition to their utterances on the Propoass lto pas 
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public debt in a depreciated coin? 
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THE GOVERNOR ON THE CITY. 


YOVERNOR ROBINSON, in his message sent to the Legislature 
(; last week, Calls attention anew tothe condition of the govern- 
ent of th citv. as we believe every governor has done at the 
opening of every legishkiture for the past seven vears. The faets of 


the case, as he puts them, are these: Twenty years ago the embar- 


rassments arising in the municipal administration led to the creation 


of legislative commissions to control various departments, and in 
this way nearly all the appropriate powers of the Common Council 


were finally transferred to the State capitol, until at every session 


the Senate and Assembly have to a large extent * presented the ap 


pearance of a board of aldermen and assistant-el 
city of New York.” The result has been disastrous. Within this 
time upwards of twenty-four hundred laws have been passed relat- 
ing to the city. These have been in some eases so confused and 


o conflicting that the Court of Appeals has declared 


- 


wossible to ascertain their meaning. Of the city debt he estimati 
that $85,000,000 was imposed upon it by legislative acts for whiel 
the city never applied. He further expresses the opinion that of the 
twenty-four hundred acts referred to, the majority will be found in- 
tended to cover ** mere schemes of plunder,” or to * change oftieial 
power from one class of men to another.” He then refers to the faet 
that a number of bills relating to the city were passed by the last 
Legislature but vetoed by him, either as being unconstitutional. ot 
as containing provisions designed to keep up * the old and corrupt 
system,” and proceeds to enquire, “ What now is to be done 
The answer which he gives to this question is remarkable for more 
reasons than one. He says: 


? 


‘Tam still of the opinion that the only effectual remedy for tl 
evils under which the city suffers will be a eareful and well-eor 
sidered charter in the nature of a constitution, organizing a local 
government with a strong and responsible executive head; with a 
city legislature composed of two houses, and clothed with 
powers of local legislation, subject to veto by the mayor. I believs 
that such a charter may be easily framed, although it would 
of place to attempt to set forth the details of it in this message 
When once fully and fairly considered and adopted, it is believed that 





the advantages of it would be so apparent as to induce steady ad 
herence to it, and to the local government established under it 
rather than to return to the dangerous experiment of passing local 
laws for the city of New York by members of the 1 lature, t - 
fourths of whom know little of the wants of the « 7 

This proposal is based on the theory that if we ean lv go 
back to the point where the ways divided twents rs ago, 
away with commissions created within that period, rood 
mayor, all will be well. This is a very favorite scheme of refor 
With Democrats, but it is open to many objections, t] t serious 
of which is that it has been tricd and failed. A good dealt 
a bt be done in th ot ! . 
bu » far as the gov + | s : 
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unicl ( his plan involves, he say 
( ( ent ) 4 titution ’: but he « 
it how, exe t bv oxte e amendments to the constitu 
ye] {improvement in the condition of the covern- 
( lhes tbe brought about. His silence on 
( ber re ded as verv unfortunate, inasmuch 


en dieation that the reform which t! 


rote to be a is to lntreduce is nothing more than 
of the « es by themselves. There is the I (X- 
Tea taund the Governor was waited upon 
ting of the Legislature by representatives of the eom 
ed in pul y tine mendments, who urged upon hi 
of ¢ their passage. The general pur- 
mendments | been thoroughly explained by the 
t public meetin Pheyv are simply new and funda 
ra ( tion as the reforms which we 
oredt to point out t rticle, and constitute the only 
re made by the city towards a better system of govern- 
create a strong executive: they leave in existence thy 
but they do t Increase its powers. They give 
of appointment in all but two eases to the mayor and 
t pore nt Phev t e away the debt-creating powel 
Th brine ito existence a new board, which takes 


of the Board of Apportionment in supervising the city 
he election of this board they put into the hands of tax 
mivers, ‘There is hot a single provision of this seheme 
thr ne direction that all reforms introduced during 
enty vi have been. Yet the entire Democratic party 
edit f t first, and will trv this winter to defeat it 
Niean ? me ire. Their ostensible cause of opposition 
Bo lof Finanes Phe election of this board by a re- 


strict trace , they . an outrage. But it never seems to 
have occurred to th niet, pointed out above, the effects of 
popul ! ilirage i m neutralized in two Wavs: one by leaving 
the ba of sutl t it is and eutting down the power of 
these elected b t to nothing; the other, by restricting the 
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elt The former has been going on for twenty years, 
in this city but in every State in the Union. It goes 
er the power to create debt is eut down: when- 


legislation of any kind is interfered with. Yet nobody 


rierene h the suffrage \ conspicuous instance of 
took place a Vveaur or so ago, when, under Governor 
iwo constitutional amendments wer adopted 
canals and over the prisons entirely out 
I hat » doubt, cont lue to 
local or general, beeo 

¢ in this roundabout v ol 

ve, makes little dith ee \\ 

ta fetish the right of suffrage 


Lot Apportionment should exist with- 


l t ved the most ancient privilege of the 


t 
4 
ire, While the Bourd of Finanee is denounced as an 


nt We m Md finally that the most amusin 


t thout the opposition to the amendments is the facet that the 
m Which limits the suffrage was last vear separated by the 
from the others, and may be voted on separately: se 
Democratic reformers are placed inthe position of denoun 
° 
‘i ehts as unpopula Which centain a pro ISlon permitting 
| Pore rej etion bys th people of the onl ce hatust wllegved to be 
to them Meanyhile considerable satistaction Is to 
meade ed trom the position of the Governor; for it shows that his 
dy of the question h at least brought liim face to face with the 
frct hich every Vear ol the city’s recent hi tory proves that we 
th vo back to the twelftl war far cay farm , ee 
ei1th ro back to tae twellth century for our form of govern- 
ment or voona we have been going on, protecting oul Ives against 
the evils Which the application of that form to a modern city com 


munity necessarily engenders. 


\ SURVIVAL OF LAND COMMUNITY IN NEW ENGLAND. 
T is only a very few years since the attention of English-speaking peo- 
ple was Cirected to the fact that all ownership in land was collective 
imes, and that remnants of this collective ownership has sur- 


vived in some countries, and in secluded districts of most countries, down 
» the present day. We pointed out at the time, in a paragraph (see 
Valion, No, 273) which Sir Henry Maine did us the honor to cite in his 
* Village Communities’ (p. 201), that the early settlement of New England 

s made upon the plan of collective ownership, and that remnants of 
this survived down to the pe riod of the Revolution. We have since been 
informed by the Hon. J. Il. Trumbull of some very curious instances of 
the same thing in Connecticut even within the present generation, and we 
propose now to describe a very remarkable system of land community 
which still exists upon the island of Nantucket. 

In the first place, however, it should be noted—as a Wesiern corre- 
pondent pointed out at the time of our former paragraph (see ation, 
No, 275)—that community of property need not by any means have had 
the same origin in all cases ; and, as we ourselves suggested, the Massa- 
chusetts community system may have been merely the natural outgrowth 
of the circumstances, and not even an involuntary copying of the institu- 
tions of Old England. An interesting example of a community in culti- 
vation which might possibly have developed into community of owner- 
ship, was afforded by the freedmen of the Sea-Islands of South Carolina 
during the war. The plantations were the unit at the South ; and, ex- 
cept in cases of extreme’cruelty and misgovernment, the state of society 
Was in a certain sense patriarchal. When, therefore, the masters departed 
and the slaves were left to themselves, they did not at once scatter : the 
plantation, with its semi-patriarchal character, still remained the organic 
unit, even in the absence of the proprietor ; the Northern superintendent 

rving as a bond of union in his stead. The system of cultivation was 
that of two fields. (In the village communities of Europe the three-field 
system was the common one.) The two great fields into which each plan- 
tation was divided were alternately planted with cotton or corn, and left 
fallow. The freedmen in a dim way conceived that the plantation be- 
longed to them collectively, and each year a fresh assignment of land was 
made to each of them, of the field in cultivation. Here there was no 
fixed proportion or hyde ; each head of a family took as much land as he 
chose to cultivate—so many tasks, a term quite analogous to jugerum, mor- 
or or-gany. Neither was the cultivation for themselves, but for the 


wen 


proprietor or lessee. But it is easy to conceive that a plantation might 
have been bid in by its own oceupants at a sale of confiscated property 
(as was done in some cases), and, instead of being divided up, carried on 
upon this system on their own account. They would have elected their 
old driver, or some other leader of their own number, as sfarosta, and a 


system have grown up quite like that prevailing in the Danubian princi- 


paliti 
To return to Nantucket. This island was originally granted to a com- 
pany of men, like other New-England towns ; only, instead of speedily 


dividing it up, they developed a most complicated system of community, 

of ownership and of cultivation, which still exists in all its integrity, 

: confined now to a very small number of people, and a very smali 

1 of the island. There are at the present day soinething less than 

persons who possess perfect rights in the common land of the 

i 1: but there is only one man living, Mr. Alfred Swain, who under- 
ls the system and knows what these rights are. 

Nantucket was settled in 1662, by the method usual in New-England 

towns A company of twenty-seven proprietors owned al] the land of the 

islund, exeept Quatse, a patch of about 150 acres, retained by a former 
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proprietor. Each proprietor hada right to take up 45 acres as a house- 
lot. and this was done from time to time, according to convenience or 
ca nly a few vears ago a claim of 10 acres was made on this ae- 
count. Until 1717 the company of proprietors were the town ; in that 
vear each organization was made distinet, and thenceforward the proprie- 
{ or commoners, Were a sort of aristocracy, distine rom the | v of 
is-peop! They have their own records, and conti to have | 
prictors’ meetings, distinct from the town meetings. 

In all this Nantucket differs from other old New-England tow: nly 


in the late date to which the distinction of Commoners was preserved 


The development in other respeets has been very different. In the other 


towns they proceeded at once to set off land in full property to the d 

reut townsmen—a bit here anda bit there, according as they severally 
desired meadow, wood-land, bog-land, ete.—until the whole was taken 
up. In Nantucket, however—as in the village communities of the Old 
World—the house-lots were the only pieces of land owned by individuals, 
T for agricultural purposes were sti!l held and culti- 
vated in common. The first tract thus set off was Shammo (120 acres’, 


and other tracts set oi 


about 1717. The method now adopted appears to have been followed in 
all subsequent divisions. The 27 shares were measured off and staked off 
permanently, but without the privilege of fencing off. But subdivisions 
of shares, which had now become the rule, were not recognized at all, ex- 
cept by the coparceners among themselves, by private agreement, rom 
time to time other districts were set off in the same way, of various ex- 
tent— Warehouse Lots, containing only 64 rods: Swan ps, 584 acres and 
119 rods : and so on—J ‘sh Lots, Beach Lets, Squam, Southeast i arter, 
ete. In this last division, and perhaps in others, each share consisted of 
two separate lots, the object being to balance bad land by good. In this 
division each share (divided and staked off) contains about 90 acres, so 
that each of the later sub-divisions of sheep's commons, to be described 
presently, contained about one-sixth of an acre in this part of the island 
—held in undivided severalty with the other proprietors of the share. 

Meantime the shares were divided and subdivided, until in 1778 a new 
arrangement was made. Each of the 27 shares was now divided into 720 
‘*sheep’s commons "—19,440 in all. From this time, therefore, the 
sheep's common is the unit of proprietary rights, but it is only an ideal 
division, The shares, 27 in each district, have been actually surveyed 
and set off, and are easily known by their numbers ; the sheep’s com- 
mons have never been set off, but the proprietors—be they m ny or few 
—of the 720 (or 626) sheep’s commons in any share are the proprietors in 
common of that share. The proprietor of any single sheep's common, 
therefore, only knows that his proprietary rights are in share No, 12 or 
13, and so on, in every district on the island. 

The ownership isas complicated as possible. In 1820 there were 322 
proprictors, some owning entire shares or even more, and others varying 
amounts, such as 5, 101,°;, 179,%5 sheep’s commons (a cow's Commons, 
by the way, was reckoned equal to 8 sheep’s commons); and the owner 
of a sheep’s common was proprietor of one undivided nineteen thousand 
four hundred and fortieth part of each one of some twenty divisions—in- 
eluding such as the 64 rods of Warehouse Lots and about 2,500 acres of 
Southeast Quarter, besides general proprietary rights over the undivided 
parts of the island. 

In 1813 another complication was added. A number of proprietors 
desired to have their shares in severalty, and obtained a decree from the 
Supreme Court to that effect. The district known as Pla/nfield was 
therefore set off to these parties as the equivalent of their rights in the 
undivided parts of the island ; they still retained their rights in the di- 
vided parts, such as Squam, Shammo, and Southeast Quarter. But in 
the subsequent divisions, made in 1820 and 1821—Mrddle Pas/ures, North 
Pastures, Smooth Hummocks, Head of Plains, Woods and Lower Plains. 
Trot’'s Hill, and Maddequet and Great Neck—the shares were divided int 
636 instead 720 sheep’scommons each. In these seven districts, therefore, 


a sheep’s common is 


of the whole; a full proprietor of a sheep's com- 


t 
mon at the pres nt day (worth about S2 50 in the mark . OWNs, Slides 
whatever land he may have in severalty, this fraction of thes , 
tricts and ;,},; of the twenty (or thereabouts) older districts, besides nu- 
merous other tered and ill-defined rights. Most proprietors hay 
however, divested themselves of some portion of their proprietary rights. 


Since Plainfield was set off the community has been rapidly dissolvi 


The cultivation of these tracts was d mined from 4 » | 
vote of the propriet« In the year 1721-5. 1 d 
month, the records 


r -* > 4 ‘ec 311 7 - nf > Y . hi } ; 
‘Voted and agreed that the propriety will lay out a general fleld for 
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The same vear two acres to a share wet plat iw 


In the early part of this century it appears t 


to plant one of the seven great divisions each year, by turn, w 
and the next vear with oats, letting it then remain fallow 


After these districts were permanently divided, how 


system went out of use, and a rage for sheep-raising set I 
deed had been ruined for agricultural purposes already, | 
system of community it Was no man’s interest to manure | l 
it down, and the ocean winds sweeping over the dry stubl 
soil into the sea, Sheep-raising too was a failure, b 
that soon set in between the owners of sheep and t OW 
commons ; and for some vears these on fertile s 
stret es of se ubby rass 

BEACONSFIELD'S LATEST * SURPRISE,’ 

Lonpox, D t ; {R837 


‘Ppnenniginn AS is upon us again, and it does not promis 


very merry Christmas or a happy New Year. In nearly every 


ment of life, except the legal, which generally prospers w1 
partments are in adversity, the prospect is gloomy Prad 
wages are low ; there is great suffering a he ] of 

} } + 1] 1. ¢ ‘ 
either insolvent or are compelled isk for e and \ ' 
shopkeepers are complaining of the past and looking doubtfully 
future ; no one, in short, is satisfied, exeept some lawvers 1 


sional men on fixed incomes, who are rather better off relatively 


t 
when money is not plentiful in the country. At present, howey 





is no searcity of money. There is plenty of that commodity lving almost 
idle, or at very low rates of interest. e afraid to lay 

I do not remember any occasion when there was such a long-protracted 
want of enterprise in this country. Money, though not actually put away 
in stockings or hidden in the ground, is for commercial purposes | 


cally hoarded. Men go down to their cour 





g-houses day ifter day, ut 
they are not nerved up to enterprise. There is an apathy and a distrust 


which is almost universal just now, There is none of the freshness and 





vigor of a spring morning about people’s purposes. It is all gloom and 
duln afternoon, Now, what is the explana- 
tion ind purposslessncss which is so unusual 
in Br there are a great iny contributory 


causes, such as the glutted markets produced by the prosperous times of 


1872 and 1873, and the recklessness produced among the citizen and 








h wages of those vears. The war contributes 
the state of commerce and trade in America contributes, the eruel har- 


vest season we have had, and the ist total failure of the crops—all] 





these agencies contribute. But one he main causes, in my « pinion, is 
the existence of Lord Beaconsfield and his insane passion for ‘* surprise 
Ever since he came into office we have been in a perpetual state of ten- 


1 uneertaintv. We never know from one week's end to another 





what he would be at. He is alwavs doing something startling or threat 
P or s ‘ ry mis \ = | \ {inamanly English vw 
La nigma Wa lor two years of his admir ! 
t < - i wl 1 we in this country we 
. _ , < tf M G re home } 
\ \ sed by Mr. Dis lis extravaganz: I'he 
\ expl harmless, and they did not 
= 
3 t Y risky We were rich then, and 
; to | lall round. Ile amused 
B ( | tions in the East have med 
S | 3 } ld } rmits h er! ur I n 
der over the dangerous places of Oriental diplomacy, we feel that we ar 








The 


' ' 
‘ 4 
. } 
! 
, | 
_ i 
; I 
. ‘ 
t \ _ 
" 
| 
t \ } i | 
i! | () 
c 
I ‘ ' 
il () ’ 
ra 
he « i F 
| 


( | r Dtiuliv ov | 
begu ul } in = 
i i , 1 ul 
t I l ! 
tlh Lith of Jar rv. o1 
| ‘ 
l x Ww this nu 
i) t 
gu i l V 
} 
! i : 4 () 
} , 
rl 
} 
i \ ik i ing 
i} +} } " 
- i> i) 
} ' 
i vay ecn ¢ 
' } 
Tit s . £ iW t 
, 4 ] 
‘ A i 
iil 1 
>»? vt 
iri i 
1» 
" . 
AA ? 
t V \ 
} ? 
i i 
i 


x 


i 
' 
] 
ha ‘ 
wit 
vi 
ed 
t 
if 
re 
! } 
] 1+ 
y 


ae 


~= 


8) a} ° [Number Hod 


t 














n 
[> ‘ 
i f Pa i { the Cabinet aa 
' , t t t | hy i f pron | veen 
4 tT) 
i ‘ ‘ i a: 
in | r dl | 
ild wi leat tv Wi Th \ 
L ! t it « ing 1 id 
il ( 1! S l | It l y ] I \ ippl 5 wane 
tis pre] 1 to to the country « ih ie, n of 
! but of t ref of the Ilouse to grant supplies f pre- 
° Li Sis ith ! l 1 Ons iv th tt e] been a 
of unne rv ryva it the whole |] S The Tl 
} ly ? 1 a ! hie } wy } (, i! nt 
| ip ©. . | ! \ ! will b | 
1 the « ( ! ! x of 1of1 ! 
‘ } 
*besan , gq) 
Correspondence, 
rill CENT AWAKENING OF CAPITALISTS AND THE 
VATION'S PREDICTION IN 1874. 
) Eprror « N ms 
“ (in 1} 17th D ! 1S74, tl Va e] daserices of arti S 
t ‘ cers of inflation with t followi prediction : 
] th the ' of th hea world. inflation id he 
fhis ¢ ye l is rv} i? // ( / f lin iawhich it ean 
i fron, three results would probably follow. [Among them... 
business ¢ lity would be aroused into doing what can be done 
! | he 7 only credits would | wold ¢ tots, the ly 
: nid loans { a) - discounts those ¢ dd tes 
Tarnine b , the articles. I find th Aucust the Na- 
reviewing the ea s which had made list ised the 
1OoWl wneruace ¢ 
| West, which is alwavs a bort . Was not slowto perceive tha 
ild be readily p ired to carry on speculative enterprises. It 
was » clearly enough pe ived that fresh dilutions would ma 
{ is to repay the n alamount borrowed. So far as the | 
hand transactions of daily life were involved, the fluctuations « 
were comparatively unimportant ; but when it came to ‘tin 
{ a Lar tha - fa) 7 } > micht j ] nalyl 
. Where the rise or tall of paper might excced ail rea rat 
| n, business pro itv juired that the real value of the thin “ 
hould be definitely settled and mutually understood. Instead of this, 
lender, as a rule, speculated upon th chances of paper approximating 
to gold before the debt should mature, and the borrower speculated upon 
he chat :, first, that he would make a great deal of money out of his ven- 
ture, and, second, that if he did not, inflation would come along and tide 
over the bar of payment. He was thus educated to be an inflation- 
t, and a hundred other men looking on at the same time were taught 


same lesson.” 
Having thus shown how the business community by dealing in paper- 
ti 5 ponsible forthe West, and indeed 




















money for **time transactions ” was res} 
{ | borrowers, being inflationists, the Vaéion proceeded to show the 
! ly wl | | Husimess commu \ held In Us ¢ n | ls, 
it i trate 1 tn | fetv require Ll that this r d hould 

| liately into of tion CVation, 13th August, 1874): 

I 

| infla not seem to understand that the Supreme Court 
v decided that we have in this countrv t s of ‘lawful 
, 1 that the American px yple are free to deal hever i v 
pie . Further than this, the Supreme Court has given a valuable prac- 
i effect to its decision by holding that where the contract is made pav- 
in one of these kinds of money—that is tosay, in gold—the judgment 
i pon ha t must be rendered for gold, and the sheritf 
s execu! paying the judgment litor the fullamount 
mor in I} is, t fore, in man’s hands a final 
! = i iff mn All that is n ry to make this remedy 
, ’ y ’ Tf , ce Tori }at hi he ] 2 
‘ \ u operative. if any person can doubt this, he has 
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vy, 1875, as on the Ist January, 1878. What did 1 t ( 
{ el do? Just wh mig have | » eX | | ert! sa | 
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Sm: In Mr. Halstead’s letter on the demonetization , pub- 
lished in your last number, there is a curious evasion « the ] < ds . 
made by you in your article ‘** Why the Demonetization of Silver did n 


Attract Popular Attention.” Mr, Halstead quotes from your le t PT f re ae ita igen os rial aete, 








words : , De ra Peper 
+! } ) } 
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try’s surplus is sold in a gold market. He hand erecnbacks, 
| question of proportion, and don’t or won't understand that he 
vs the insurance on a redundant and fluctuating currency. But he 


vy understands that a contract made in a standard of high value 
iquidated in one of low value puts money in his pocket, and the 


rse process In that of the loaner. Nota little of the hostility felt by 
. . th 


t! Hol wing « ss to the East grows out of the belief that the latter 
came is being played with them, that they are to be the losers; and 
then they chuckle to think that votes will turn the tables.” 


We find in the Boston Dai7y Advertiser an announcement of a pro- 


lattempt at special legislation which for impudence cannot be sur- 
the ‘ 


prise known as the Woodruff Expedition hav 


‘ } 


Texas-and-Pacifie job, That purely personal « 


‘ 


passed even by 


ing utterly failed to pers 


i 
the publie that any good to science could accrue from its mob of tourists 
committed to a preposterous programme, and having obtained neither 
ip, passengers, nor scientific staff, now seeks to use the Government in 


ord tol iva ship more cheaply, to secure a scicntifie staff without cost 
to Woodri 


national undertaking, under cover of which it is hoped the scheme will 


ff and his associates, ynd to give the speculation the air of a 


irrv. a second time. According to the Advert/ser (which, with 


characteristic lack of humor, thinks the only obstacle hitherto has been 
the ‘difficulties in‘ procuring a suitable the 


friend of the expedition got Senator McDonald, before the recess, to 


ship”), ‘**managers and 
introduce a bill authorizing them for the purposes of the eXpedition ex- 
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send detail 
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ross the Atlantic, and take the tickets at the 


stone had been set up for exhibition. 


Hippodrom« 


—M. Octave Feuillet is a playwright who never offends the taste, but 


whose plays are so quiet, not to say tame, as to require exceptionally good 


In the ** Man of Success,” 
age at the Union Square Theatre. there are no less than six acts, 


The plot turns on the development 


acting how 


to prevent their becoming tedious. 


+} t 


On Lie st 


and yet no great amount of action. 
of a type of character favorite with dramatists and novelists of a certain 
class—the hard-hearted, unprincipled man of the world, who succeeds in 
everything he undertakes, but whose means of success will not bea ex- 
Sometimes he has a redeeming trait, sometimes not. In 
the present play he is very much attached to his children, though, as he 


seems to have no other human affection, this paternal tenderness does 


amination. 


not seem the most natural thing in the world. He has been, as a matter 

of fact, a great rascal, having obtained his wealth by a fraud deliberately 
, ; re : 

self under the 


aoul that he 


more l, the 


on his partner in business, who had shot h 





ression produced by the misrepresentations « 
rgar. The 


f success” brings up and treets with great kindness, | 


son of the suicide, however, George ‘man 


king forward to 


a marriage between his daughter and the young man. Evervthing begins 


wrong, chiefly, it must be confessed, because the misguided 


man of success determines to ‘‘ enter the political arena.” His enemies 
hold of the real history of his partnership affairs and raise the ** ery 


roubles with his wife also begin : his chil 








true character; he fights a duel with and wounds young Sorel, between 
whom and his daughter there is no longer any concealment as to the 
tute of their affections; his friends desert him, and he is hurried 
mut of his own house lest his daughter, reviving from a fainting 


see in her father the murderer of her lover. It is hardly 


fit, shall 


necessary perhaps for those who know the peeuliar tenderness of M. 
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1 to the end of the play. T reign, unless w Bri ny 
} PF fathe s converted at t] ] | med : possibl 
, neili n and marriage crown the whole. It is a ly life. -but w in now rejoice that th 
improbable, highly romantic, undeniably ** genteel,” and a little dull. | ceive how well able France was to spare h 
i Krench 1 il intended to be conveyed is the redeet inf! i 1 of Rosas Grau aict I 
ntal affection: to an American audience that most likelv to | Rngland, was as great a surprise as that of 1 tO! . 
drawn would be the danger of successfully sustained ** charges” brought is contemporaries (or, as We 1 t 1 HUis 
7 ta candidate during an excited campaign. Mr. Coghlan’s acting | list of departed statesmen is certainly not bi \ 
is g though to our mind a little too stiff. Mr. Polk, as the Peru- est whose death was really of the most p 
vian adventurer, is so perfect that if is a pity more was not made of t] Favorite Son, Senator Morton. The better q 


part by th author. The play, of course, suffers in the hands of Eng- | sincerely regret the loss of MM. Ernest Picard l A indre G 
lish-speaking actors, and in French must be very much better. It will Bizoin ; the worser part could hardly mourn M.D \ LAyuy \ 
hardly prove as successful, however, in the long run as ** The Romance | tators like Dr, Johann Jacoby and George Odger w \ 
of a Poor Young Man.” but they at least helped to raise questions w ! | 

—The North American for January-February contains, among its No soldier of undying renown passed away, t! t ‘ 
principal articles, a eulogy on Charles Sumner by Senator [oar ; thi veteran of many generations, Field-Marshal \ \ ime 
first instalment of a series of papers on Dramatic Composition, by Dion Von Steinmetz, Changarnier, and D'Aurelle de P 
Boucicault ; a chapter from Lecky’s forthcoming work, a * History of | try, the Confederate General Forrest, of unsay I \ 
England in the Eighteenth Century,’ on the English aristocracy ; anda ral Sir Edward Belcher, of the naval dead, 
paper on the origin of the Italian language, by W.W. Story. It is | bered, by Arctic preservation, as we may say. KR \ \\ 
needless to say that Mr. Hoar’s opinion of Mr. Sumner is a high one—so his mark *tunder the frozen serpent of the S 
high that he does not shrink from lauding his subject's abi itvas a claims to a pretty far-rea hing notoriety in <« 
‘jurist.” He says that Mr. Sumner was ‘‘a zealous student of that | the rebellion. His associates, Rear-Admirals A 1} vy. DD 
branch, or rather, we should say, of that main trunk of th ience of = Goldsh« igh, had each a lust f t 
jurispt idence which is somewhat inexactly called by some writers the tien. \dmiral Semmes, on ft ‘ r hand, mav \ \ \\ 
‘Law of Nature.’” and adds that if he had gone to Cambridge in 1815, rem brance 
and su eded his friend and te acher, Story, “he would have c mp ted 
the task which Mackintosh left unfinished.” Mr. Hear defines the ** Law 
of Nature” as follows : 





“This science, first declaring the great fundamental principles of mo- — yame Thiersagain inthiselass. Bva 
rality, which are applicable to the whole private and public conduct of oy ey ia Citta 
men, then determines the limitation of the authority of the state, speak-  ” nk oe : 
ing through its legislature or Judicial tribunals, in compelling that ap- Frenchman who did most to uproot Pierre | 
plication ; then deduces from these principles the rules which should | torian of Napoleon I. Spain lost Fernan ¢ 
govern men in their transactions and controversies with each other, velist was equal] | 


whether these transactions and controversies arise between independent 
ations or between private citizens. Its pursuit requires the study of the 





eat writers on ethics, on the law of nations, maritime and commercial | Gert y, the Anglo-Sax s Gren K ] 
yi DB uns the ardent Slav a \ , 
This is a tolerably wide field, and a dangerous one, as may be seen (if not emment Orientalist. Among English-s] 
otherwise) from the difliculty Mr. Hoar discovers in defining it. But we Motley will be most luring 
cannot believe that there is much reason for supposing that Mr. Sumner Lorenzo Sabine will be quickly forgotten, b 
as a teacher of this or any other kind of law would ever have madea his own kind. Unique, too, was John S.C. A ut \I 
success. His notions as to the functions of what he was fond of calling = period ia Res onary | y ’ ! i 


a ‘jurist ” indicate this pretty clearly. Mr, Hoar quotes from his eulogy been | ly partially treated by Thomas Tb when > labors w 
on Story a contrast between the lawyer and judge on the one hand and brought to a sudden close, In Er nd, d Navanagn, | ul 

id oe on ‘ fa Bie OD aR oe watt seein ot . — " 
the ‘‘jurist ’ on the other. ‘‘ All ages,” he says, ‘* have abounded in 1g Lady Stirling Maxwell (Mrs, N 1), and Samuel W a, 


lawyers and judges. There is no churchyard that does not contain their Ye Missed Trom the ranks of a 


forgotten dust. But the jurist is rare. . . . The jurist ishigher Wtters CUSTINCTIOT We Aiexand arn, ay Lewis, Tk 


J 
I 
or 
/ 
- 
a 
_ 
; 
“a 


than the lawyer, as. . . Washington is more exalted t! 
who, indifferent to cause, barters for money the vigor of his arm and | Man, a id tl . with Fletcher Harper, 

the sharpness of his spear.” This is not quoted with approval, but we | interests of their respective countries, 

are surprised that any friend of Mr. Sumner’s reputation should repro- —In science, Le Verricr’s name leads all the rest : | Philip 
duce it at all ; for it proves an absolute failure on his part to iprehend | ter and John G. Anthony, conchologists, and FP. B. Mi 

the subject with which he was dealing. The * jurist “—this ideal charac- wanted neit ardor nor ability in their sev fields, and with 1 . if 
ter, who is not a lawyer or a judge, and who knows law not as it is ofa sor hat lower rank, James Orton sl 
found in the records of decided cases, or in constitutions or statutes, but  bered. Art has lost Gustave Courbet, th 

as it may be supposed to exist in its pure essence—is a creation of t] tion of the Vendéme column, and Margaret Foley, a1 Boston 
mind, who never has existed and fortunately never will exist. We say sculptorand cameo-cutter. The stage loses, of playwrights, Philip Edward 
fortunately, because we can imagine nothing more detrimental to t} Devrient, the Viennese Mosenthal, and Theodore Bart ; of actors, M: 

best interests of society, to the safety of property, reputation, and life, tilda Heron, FE. L. Davenport, and Edi 


than the spread of the idea that we can learn what law or justi is by eritics, John Oxenford. A great inventor, Fox 7 t. f ver to be as 


going to professors of the ‘* Law of Nature” instead of to the judges ciated with the discovery of photography, : takes a high rank among 


and advocates in whose hands in every generation is the administration — scientists and scholars : Ross Winans and R. P. Parrott, inventor of t] 


of the only actual systems of rights and duties which we know anything = gun which bears his name. w 





about.—Mr. John Fiske contributes an article called ** A Crumb for t! too, were those geniuses of enterprise, Henry Meiggs and Cornelius 
‘Modern Symposium,’ ” which may be read with profit by those who a lerbilt ; while James 
frightened at the ravages “‘ materialism” is supposed to be making in distinction in commerce and exchange. Two philanthropists, Re 


modern philosophy. He declares that in his opinion this philosophy, *‘as © Dale Owen and Mary Carpenter : and one prelate, Cardinal Sforza, « 


represented by Spencer and Huxley, not only affords no support to ma-  elud r list without completing it. 


terialism, but condemns it utterly, and drives it off the field altogether.” — Zur Deutsch-Skat G es XV. Jah ( 
—Necrologically speaking, 1877 has been gi nerally treated by t press F von der Ropp, is a sketch, in 114 pages, of the pros by which 

as an ‘‘off-year,” and doubtless the sudden quenching of splendid names Q 1 Margaret's Union of Ca 1397) was broken up under he 

has been more striking and impressive in former years. Among rulers, pable colleague and successor, Eric of Pomerania, and the three Scan 

the Queen of Netherlands was the only one of note who died in the midst dinavian kingdoms restored to their former isolated independence. It 
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Mr. Sullivan’s ount of the Irish share in bringine about the dises- 
t nent of the Anglican Church and of the formation of the ** lome- 
Kiule” party, as we his illustrations of the working of the Enceum- 


bered Estates Act and of Gladstone’s Land-Tenure Act, giving a mea 

ire of protection to the tenant-farmers against landlord exactions and 
oppression, are highly pictorial, but will be found a useful key to much 
that is still puzzligg to foreigners in Irish politics. They furnish, too, 
t English and Irish legislators have 


1 working together. Indeed, Mr. Sullivan's own talk about Irish ques- 


un explanation of the difficuity thi 


ns would almost suffice for that purpose. Ile is full of sentiment and 
enthusiasm on every subject he touches. Smile follows tear and tear 


no matter of what he is treating. For literary and art purpose 


nothing can be more attractive or effective than this state of mind; for 
the work of cor tutional government nothing more unfortunate. It 
was a true, though perhaps melancholy, saying of the late Mr. Bagehot 
that it is the humdrum, unimaginative peoples who hav rececded in 
politics, and it is a saying that Irish politicians cannot take too much to 


VW and Leqal Tender in the United States. Ty UW. R. Linderman, 
Director of the Mint. (New York : G. P. Putnam’s Son Pp. 173.)— 


The frequent citations from Dr. Linderman’s little work by the Vadion, 
in the current discussion of the silver question, is the best testimony we 
can offer as to its usefulness. It does not purport to be a systematic 
treat on money, or a treatise of any kind, but a convenient hand-book 
n coinage, legal tender, mint regulations and the reasons for them, and 
the statistics of this and foreign untries relating to the subje reated 
t flicient rumentative treatment to connect all the brancli of 
the work together. Nevertheless, the chapter on the proposed remonetiza- 
{ f silver in the United States is as concise and comprehensive and 
ionate as any argument that has come from the press since the 

cont ersy began. The conclusions of the author upon this point are, 
Bland Silver Dill is an unwise measure under any circum- 

that if silver is to be remonetized at all it should be done by in- 

rnational action ; that if international action is postponed, the French 
ba of 154 10 1 should be adopted, so as to leave the door open for inter- 
national arrangements hereafter ; and that ‘* free coinage,” at the present 


between gold and silver in the markets, would be an evident 


vindle. Inall these particulars Dr, Linderman approves himself well 


di to write upon these questions, and to fill the office he holds as 
1) f M 

(As to merely hnieal matters, such as the coinage and legal-tender 
the par of exchan subsidiary coins, foreign coins and their valua- 
thir ld more lucid and methodical than his arrange- 

f the sand his treatment of them. He furnishes 
1 st ment of the reasons for passing the Act of February 12, 1873, 
} \ dollar of 4124 grains was dropped from the list of 
} l coins of t United States, and gives an account of the reasons 

, trade-dolia und of tl uccess Which has attended t 
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people, were disposed to give a pref to tl rticle which 
ime nearest to their tastes and customs and which best answered the re- 


| convenience. Sueh an art 


(hilt pPopuiations, Dr. Linderman’s succ In Ut! | rticular—for he 
was the projector of the trade-dollar—is in no sense different from that of 
any manufacturer who diligently studies the wants of his customers and 
pts his wares to them. The trade-dollar is a silver ingot of the form, 
ze, Weight, and purity most liked by the people who buy it, and the mar- 
ket for American silver has been essentially improved by it. 
Che appendix contains about fifty pages of valuable statistical matter, 
bearing upon the silver question, the production and distribution of the 


pree is metals, and cognate matters, 


Wuste in the House, Vy John Hullah, LL.D. (Philadelphia : Por- 
r& Coates, I877.)—*t It may be aceepted as an axiom that no musical 
performance is so delightful as that to the production of which we our- 
Ives contribute.” If we except operas, oratories, and symphonies, and 
thus limit Dr. Ilullah’s statement to chamber-musie, or ** music in the 
house,” it may be regarded as correct. Such music loses much of its 


eTectiveness when transplanted from the parlor into the spacious concert- 





room, for which it was never intended. re is in our American and 
English homes a regrettable deficiency of concerted music for piano and 
violin or ‘ecllo, for string quartettes, and for the other possible combina- 


tions of string instruments. The little book before us is a plea for this 


class of music, as well as for such vocal music as does not call for a large 


chorus. There was a time when musical culture was so common in Eng- 


land that at an evening party it was considered an odd thing if a guest 
was found who could not join the chorus, But the irrational policy of a 


church which mistook musical enjoyment for mere pleasure of sense, and 


accordingly condemned it, put an end to this state of affairs. At the 
present time the exclusive devotion of our young men to athletic sports 


is the chief impediment to wsthetie culture. They will be interested to 
learn that Dr. Ifullah thinks that for a general increase of ski!l in violin- 


female aid ; and he 


playing in the immediate future we must look t 
aptly reminds us that tlte old prejudice against female violinists is rapidly 
dying out, just as the piano long xgo ceased to be regarded as exclu- 
sively **a woman's instrument.” 

After a general introduction Dr. Hullah treats, in three « hapters, of 
‘unaccompanied vocal music,” **instrumental music,” and ** accompanied 
vocal music” for the house, briefly alluding to the history and literature 

each division, Then come two more chapters on ‘* practice and re- 
hearsal,” and **the musical library.” The reader will find some useful 
hints regarding the selection of pianos and of music for performance, the 
treatment of the voice, and ihe relations of words to music, besides some 
reneral information and gossip. But otherwise we cannot say much for 
the book, although we thoroughly sympathize with its aims. Properly 


condensed, it would have made an interesting magazine article, 





but there 
is scarcely enough matter or thought in it to give it a ra7vson d’ftre as a 


hook. However, if a person wishes to spend a dollar on music it will be 
infinitely better to buy such a book than to encourage by purchase the 





manufacture of the abominable sheet-** music” which our publishing 


houses are turning out everv week by the wholesale. 


A History of the United States of America, inclucing some important 
facts mostly omitted in the smaller histories. Designed for general read- 
ing and for academies. By Josiah W. Leeds. (Philadelphia : J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co, 1877. 12mo, PI 468.)\—Mr. Leeds’s history of the United 
States is in refreshing contrast to the common run of school histories. 
Not that we have any fault to find with the best of these ; they have im- 
proved vastly within the last few years, and there are several which could 
hardly be improved for their purposes. But even these seem to be all 
cast in one mould, and to vary very little from one another in substance. 
Mr. Leeds has set before himself a different task—to write a history of the 
civilization of the country rather than its wars and political history. He 
has undertaken to do, in a modest way, what Mr. Green has done for 


England—to write a history of the American people ; and his success is 


good. The book is, therefore, well adapted to be a sequel or companion 
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to a schoo] hist ry of the ordinary type, as containing much matter omut- The great schemes of Fren empire « this continent were | t 
ted in that class of books, and oceupying a wholly different point of view. | this, the most striking feature of our physical geography 
Or, it will answeras a sole manual for any who may desire to have tl 
military historv relegated toa secondary place, P : OOS OF THE WEEK 
Mr. Leeds appears to be a Friend, and maintains thi principles of his Delatteld (Julla’, Biographies of Francts Lewis and Morga ‘ + swa 
\. DF. Rand \ 2 
creed even ina school text-book. lis stvle is on the whole good, sol Fernow (| B.), Duteh and Swedish Settlements war er \ \ 
but not dull: we notice the frequent abomination of ¢ anspire in the 1 C.S.), Our Merehant Mar i Apple & 4 
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a Fa, vet David wk For Freight ' The check t stor lost eye, bu material help ot 
_ Willi $7 , - ate , to M ay, Ferris & Cx . ' | dine h an affliction 
+5 Zi 2Q//1 » ° \ By 7 . ; - Pr No. 1 SWAN STREE ALBANY, Nov. 21, 1877 
« toG Yo Agent, og Broa nd at r 43, North River SEORGE W. SHERMAN & ( Managers TRAVELERS INSURANCE 
\ tA_&G. RK. R., 315 Broadway ( PANY f Hartford, Conr 
Gents: Your check for two hundred and sixty dollars ($260) in 
. < payme t of my claim for inj s received by me on the 17th day of 
/ / j r twenty-six weeks, at ten dollars per week, 
ne this morning. You know how much I 
4 r and I unhesitatingly recommend the 
is the embodiment of promptness, 
eee a . ? . : . be desired in personal it.surance 
Hlanover Tare lusuranuce Co lly yours, MATTHEW C, CLARK 
‘ r misstep 
io BROADWA i YORK - 
MARSHALLTOWN, Lowa, Nov. 24, 1877 
. , FREDERICK C. SCHMIDT, PRAVELERS INSURANCE Co., Hartford, Conn. : 
R pata t tial : . No. 1 South William Strest Dear Sixs: Please accept my sincere thanks for the prompt at- 
my 4 tion paid my claim, rendered on account of a severe sprained 


nkle, having received your draft for $125, at the hands of Mr 
‘ 


: 18 SOY r 
Total assets same ORTH GERMAN LLOYD | Harry Bradley, your gentlemanly agent at Cedar Rapids, Lowa. 
- 


mm, yours truly 


S Th: 1WSH/P ( ‘OM P. 1A y, The hazards of railway service bring in many such as this; 


RPMSEN LANE, Secretary FOR SOUTHAMPTON AND BREMEN. Sparta, Wis. December 1, 1877. 
ne Seonmes ft ( nas ' ' a 3 }. H. Notan, Gen. Agt. TRAVELERS Ins. Co., Chicago: 
. the Steamers of this Company will sail every Saturday tron Dear Sik: Lam in receipt of your check for 500, being payment 
Beeman Per. { lhird Street, Hoboker in full, under accident policy held with your company on the life of 


my son, Joseph Ebert, who met his death while in the discharge of 


y 
Dundee Marmalade. RATES OF PASSAGE TO LONDON He AND his duty as brakeman on freight train 


BREMES ~ 





- . I desire to express my most sincere thanks for the very prompt 
‘ lias ' ' , > First Ca $100 ; Second Cabin, $60 gold.” currenc) manner on the part of the Travelers Insurance Company in adjust 
' h AMES KEILLER & N For I ly t - ! I I uv 
’ : 4 passage apply to / ee ing this claim, and paying same without the least delay, and with 
ad -_ — ; O} LRI HS & ¢( ‘e NTS, out any trouble or expense whatever on my part vrégihe Tae the 
ON fo steamer “dhe P claim; and recommending your company most cheerfully, I am, 
> .° 2 Bowling Gree Respectfully yours, BARBARA EBERT 
nals 9 
+0 Dr. Daly shall be heard next, He devotes a fe k q 
. . . . , ~ , . Ur aly sha ye heard next e devotes a few weeks every 
NIN DUNCAN’S SONS, UNARI a NE. 
P 2 year to hunting, and has insured in THE TRAVELERS on such oc- 
UNTO st?) AR ‘ y “ 
P , I > SHED 184 casions, thinking himself safe enough at other times. But before 
V0 


his last trip he was persuaded to take a yearly policy, and within 


FOR QUE! S OWN AND LIVERPOOL 


Letter from Str Henry fs Wf > /, Cap two months his horse switched him in the eye 
' ; : Sailing from New York every Wednesday. From Boston, once a | 428 FIFTH AVE., PrvysBURGH, PA., Dec. 17, 1877 
ii , Pritts fcain. week I. R. SrayTon, Esq., District Agt. TRAVELERS Ins. COMPANY, 
Pittsburgh : ‘ 
, RATES OF PASSAGE DEAR Sir: I hereby acknowledge the receipt of two hundred and 
on were —_ , » }, 1877 thirty-two dollars and fourteen cents ($232 14), indemnity for nine 
Messrs Ww 5 Kimpait & R ster, N.Y CABIN—$80, $100, and $130, gold, according to accommodation, | weeks and two days disability, at rate of twenty-five dollars a week, 
GENTLEMEN: Pray accept « rest unks » packare of Return tickets on favorable terms for an injury to my eye caused by the switch of a horse's tail 1 
‘ a" take great pleasure in commending the prompt, business-like way 
Vanity Fair Tobacco which I found here yesterday. It is the best STEERAGE—§28 currency. For freight or passage apply to in which just claims for accident are settled by the Travelers In- 
ston tmersttheh aabotitn agen me anne © > ee Peter ets 
, shall in fu v ‘ - 
me on my Western trip C G. F RAN( K I LY N ’ oan Se veun oom truly, PAH Day, M.D. 


uc, yours truly se {[ALFUORU ! Bowling Green, New York —Travelers’ Record 











